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the author of the History of the Ukraine (Ittoriya Uhrayini), of which he had
by 1914 written eight volumes, bringing the work down to the year 1650.
Of this monumental history abridged and illustrated editions have also been
produced both in Russian and in' Ukrainian' (or Little Russian) and have
had large sales. The same author's Abrege de VHistoire de V Ukraine (Prague:
Librairie Ouvriere, 1920) is a concise history of 240 pages written especially
to prove the case for the complete political independence of the Ukraine.
The name was given first in the fifteenth century by the Poles to the region
between the lower Dnieper and the Dniester which formed the borderland
between Poland, Muscovy, and Turkey. Ukraina in Polish means' march '
from Kraj, ftraina, ' country ', ' land ', as in Erain or Carinthia, and
numerous parts of Croatia and Serbia called Krojina. The book is
produced by the Institut Sooiologique Ukrainian, whose home seems to be at
Kiev, and whose branch office for foreign countries is at Prague. N. F.

In The Local Government of Peterborough, part i, section i (Peterborough:
Caster and Jelley, 1919) Mr. W. T. Mellows, LL.B., gives from printed
and unprinted sources a much-needed and upon the whole exoellent aocount
of the feudal administration of the great estates of the abbey down to the
dissolution of the monasteries. The soke, honour, liberty, and vill
(divided into inner vill or town and the manors of Boroughbury, Eyebury,
<fcc.) are carefully discriminated. Attention is drawn to the fact that the
court of the honour was held not at Peterborough but at Castor, but
Mr. Mellows wisely abstains from fully committing himself to an explana-
tion which would trace this to the surviving influence of the Roman
Durobrivae. He quotes from Maitland the existence of a parallel court of
the abbot of Ramsey at Broughton without noticing that this too was not
held at the abbey itself. The abbey documents are most full on the
agricultural economy of the manor of Boroughbury, the suffix in whose
name is very doubtfully explained, after White Rennet, as meaning
' open plain ', but (like Eyebury) seems better referred to the comparatively
late use of the word in the sense of house or hall which has been noted,
for instance, in such London place-names as Buddersbury. The mona-
steries are usually supposed to have been very conservative in their rural
economy, and it is therefore interesting to find commutation of labour
services well advanced at Peterborough by 1334. Mr. Mellows seems to
accept Thorold Rogers's view that one of the causes of the Peasants' Revolt
of 1381 was an attempt of the lords of manors to enforce again the
personal services of their villeins, though it has been strongly questioned
by Ashley and Petit-Dutaillis. There does not appear to be any evidence
that such an attempt was made at Peterborough. For the inner vill or
town there is unfortunately no such satisfactory material as the Borough-
bury oompoti afford for the rural organization. All that we know prac-
tically is that it had a market and a portmanmoot by 1322. The suggestion
that the latter was ' a form of market court or court of pie powder'
(p. 34) is made on insufficient grounds and unlikely in itself. Nor need
the hundred be called in to explain such modest privileges as the towns-
men enjoyed. The alternative suggested that it was a case of a market
town, with some burghal privileges granted by the lord, but not a borough
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in the full sense, is undoubtedly the right one. It is perhaps going too
far to say that ' the inhabitants of the town, as far as we know, were
contented under monastic rule ' (p. 48) after recording on an earlier page
that they joined with the customary tenants in an attack on the abbey in
1381 (p. 32). J. T.

We think that the majority of persons who consult Mr. Hubert Hall's
Repertory of British Archives, Part I, England (Royal Historical Society,
1920), will be frankly puzzled by it, even if they lay to heart the warning
in the preface that it ' is not intended to serve as a " Guide " to the
Records, central or local, public or private'. ' The object of the work',
Mr. Hall explains, ' is to assist historical students in locating such docu-
ments as may be useful for their, studies.' Records may be classified, as
he points out, either on a 'structural' or a ' proprietary' basis, that is,
either by reference to their form or by reference to their ownership, and
the former ' has the advantage of bringing together many related docu-
ments which are now scattered under various departmental references.'
We would submit that there is yet a third method, less scientific but more
generally intelligible, and therefore of greater practical utility than the
' structural' method which is adopted here, and that is classification by
subject-matter. Mr. Hall's scheme, although the natural one for the
archivist and the student of diplomatic, involves the use of categories with
which most historical workers are little familiar. Consequently many of
his readers may fail to appreciate the usefulness of a classification scheme
constructed on lines that are novel to them. They are likely to be further
prejudiced by a looseness of statement and still more of reference that is
distinctly provoking. If so, Mr. Hall will have little justice done to him ;
for his work is the most important summary survey of public records that
has appeared since the third edition of Scargill-Bird's Guide, and, as it
embraces departmental and local records as well as the contents of the
central Record Office, it breaks new ground. It forms a valuable key to
the three reports of the Royal Commission on Public Records. It contains
a considerable amount of up-to-date information, not to be found else-
where, regarding the archives in Chancery Lane. The directory of local
archives with which it closes, though necessarily imperfect, is eaay to
consult; and it contains excellent accounts of the general character of
certain classes of records, such as those of towns, counties, and parishes.
But it is essential that the book should be treated as an experiment in
classification, and not as the guide which it disclaims to be. Y.

The principal change in the well-known arrangement of the Annual
Register (London : Longmans, 1921) caused by the events of last year is
the appearance of anew chapter,' The League of Nations ', at the head of
the section on foreign and colonial history. The other chapters of the
same section include also some new headings, and the brief, clear narratives
of events in the new states of the world will be found widely useful. The
public documents include the texts of the Italian Treaty of London of
1916 and five other texts and summaries. The volume as a whole sustains
the high reputation of the series. Z.


